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GRIZZLY BEAR RECOVERY COORDINATOR LANDS FULBRIGHT GRANT 
MISSOULA -
Chris Servheen, grizzly bear recovery coordinator for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and 
an adjunct research professor at UM since 1981, has received a Fulbright grant for research in 
Greece during two months this spring and next.
He goes at the invitation of the Greek government to work with the Greek Ministry of 
Environment, University of Athens and World Wildlife Fund Greece in setting up a research and 
management structure for brown bear conservation.
Servheen will leave Missoula in mid-April for project headquarters in Thessaloniki. From 
there he and a team of researchers will travel into the Rhodope and Pindus mountain ranges in 
northern Greece, two separate areas of habitat that support Greece’s estimated 100 remaining brown 
bears. He’ll probably also go into Albania and Bulgaria to set up cooperative efforts with those 
countries, he said.
Headquartered at UM as grizzly bear recovery coordinator, Servheen coordinates all the 
research and management of grizzly bears in four states — Montana, Wyoming, Idaho and 
Washington — and coordinates all U.S. activities on grizzly bears with colleagues in British 
Columbia and Alberta. He also directs grizzly bear research, the most recent being an ongoing 
cooperative study of grizzlies and their use of habitats in association with human development on 
the North Fork of the Flathead River.
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Servheen’s bear expertise isn’t limited to grizzlies. He’s developed an international 
reputation for his work on species in Japan, Malaysia, Taiwan, France and Spain. Several years 
ago he conducted a project for World Wildlife Fund, looking at the Asian trade in bears and bear 
parts. Right now, he said, his biggest international interest is the sun bear, which lives in tropical 
rain forests in Southeast Asia.
Servheen’s international reputation has brought students and scientists from many foreign 
countries to UM to work with him and his field crews. He said the impetus behind much of the 
bear research worldwide is growing concern about increasing human pressures on bear habitat.
"Bears share characteristics that bring them into competition with people," he said. "They’re 
opportunistic and omnivorous. And most areas of bear habitat are being impacted by people."
Servheen holds undergraduate degrees in wildlife and zoology from UM, a master’s degree 
in wildlife biology from the University of Washington and a doctorate in forestry and wildlife 
biology from UM. Since 1988 he’s co-chaired the bear specialist group for the International Union 
for the Conservation of Nature. The IUCN fosters communication and information sharing among 
specialists worldwide in their species of interest.
Fulbright grants are awarded by the J. William Fulbright Foreign Scholarship Board on the 
basis of a national competition. All Fulbright applications undergo rigorous peer review conducted 
by the Council for International Exchange of Scholars.
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